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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The year 2018 has now gone into the history books! On behalf of your Board of
Directors, please accept our wish that this New Year be a good one for you and
yours!

Also, congratulations to our Past President Tom Hamp on his retirement! He has
been a great supporter of the Historical Society of Medicine Hat and District. His
dedication, enthusiasm and positivity will continue to be a valuable asset to our
organization and particularly his ongoing commitment to the Living History
Project.

In my short time as President of the HSMH&D | am impressed by the continued
commitment by all members of your executive team and look forward to a lot of
good things happening in 2019.

Board service succession is always an ongoing concern. We need more hands-
on involvement from our membership. We are not looking for people to commit to
a major time-consuming job. What we need, are members who would serve as a
committee member on executive board committees or the occasional special
issue committee. It is also important to expand our membership base. The next
time you come to a general meeting, make a point of bringing a friend. Our
ANNUAL membership fee of $10.00 has got to be one of the best bargains
around!

Speaking of general meetings, don't forget to be part of our upcoming "Show &
Tell" evening. These are always a lot of fun and certainly informative. See you
there!
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PROGRAMMES: Here again are Allan’s programmes for the remainder of our Historical Society
year.

1. January 31, 2019
Show and Tell
*Studio Theatre 7:00 p.m.

Fond memories of that dusty old heirloom that sits on the mantle? A yellowed lace collar
created by your great-aunt and now tucked into the corner of a dresser drawer? Faint but
nostalgic images to your grandfather’s photo album? The pipe carved in Ireland from your
first overseas duty? That strange little cedar cherub carved in a remote Assisi shop spotted
on your last trip to Italy? A broken chalcedony spear point you spied while summer
fallowing last fall?

Yes, memories are made of these and much more. The January 31 meeting of the
Historical Society will give you a first-person opportunity to reminisce about that treasured
object. Bring it along for our Show and Tell program!

Also, you are encouraged to dress up in a bit of bygone days’ finery if you can find
some - and it still fits.

Allan Jensen - Programme Chairman

One of our members, Larry Godin, has plans to show one particularly interesting
piece of memorabilia. The teddy bear from his childhood has a long history, not only as a
child’s toy but as the product of a factory that designed and produced these toys. The little
guy you see here is not Larry’s bear. He will bring along pictures of his own teddy bear and
perhaps the teddy bear, too.

These beloved toys became popular in several countries at the same time. They
were inspired by one of Theodore Roosevelt's hunting trips. Theodore just could not shoot
a little bear. That was Teddy's bear, but maybe you knew all that. Larry’s bear probably
came from England and was made by the Chad Valley firm. They were one of the
leading toy manufacturers of the world, and in 1938 earned the Royal Warrant as
‘Toymakers to Her Majesty the Queen.’ (later the Queen Mother).

3 His bear has the original wood wool stuffing in the head plus some

: polyester stuffing. There used to be an oral squeaker in his toy, but it does not
| work anymore. Barbara Rogers, who restored the ‘wonderful bear’, could not
repair the little noise maker, but she suggested that it should be replaced for
authenticity.




Front page image: You may never have seen a toy like this, but it would be a
miracle if one of our members actually had a phono viewer to show everyone. Toys from
the past are amazingly interesting. We can't help but become sentimental seeing them
again.

2. March 28, 2019
Topic - Pioneer Village on Medicine Hat Exhibition grounds
Speaker to be announced.
*Studio Theatre - 7:00 p.m.

3. May 30, 2019 - Annual General Meeting

Speaker: Darren Tanke - Royal Tyrell Museum
Topic: Publication of the Hope Johnson book.
*Studio Theatre, 7:00 p.m.

*We hope to keep the Studio Theatre for this meeting, although often our guaranteed reservation
gets cancelled, without notice, and gifted to other group. This is a serious concern, and the
Executive is now addressing our legitimate wishes with the powers that be. It is important for us
to find a satisfactory solution.
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Reflections on our 2018 Christmas Party

The atmosphere was festive, the food scrumptious and abundant. There was
music and we were encouraged to sing with one piano, then one piano and one voice
to lead us. Then there were one piano-Heather S., three voices - Heather, and Delle
and Judy, and some joyful souls. A few souls were so involved in their
conversations, political no doubt, that they skipped the singing. Did Santa Claus
bring them anything? No matter, everyone enjoyed music and socialization.

The prizes were fantastic! There were many donations, but Allan Jensen deserves
the prize for most bags of unique gifts.

My prize was a set of wooden decorations illustrating the 12 days of
Christmas. That rang a bell because I found out a few years ago that the “Twelve
Days of Christmas’ song was a way to teach the Catholic catechism, in secret, when



Catholicism was banned in England. For instance, the partridge in a pear tree was
Christ. And so on. You can look it up. I find that bit of history fascinating. Most of
us sing the whole song and find it rather long, without an inkling that it was once
extremely important to pass on the basics of a major religion. History!
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Suggestion Box:

This feature was used in at least one of the past newsletters. It is a way of generating material for
the programmes.

In March we will be signing up members to go on the annual field trip. Allan Jensen has some
ideas, but welcomes suggestions of new destinations.

[ would like to use this box to solicit your stories that can be printed in our newsletter. Some B.C.
members and I had a long conversation about their being raised here in Medicine Hat. No doubt
there are a few of our members who are not immigrants from Saskatchewan. People always say,
'How time passes.' One of the ways we mark time is by how our environment changes. [ would
love to hear your stories to share with our members. This is all history that is worth collecting.

Another possibility for adding interest to this newsletter is to share the books that you are reading
that deal with not only local but also world history.

Any other ideas for items to include in the newsletter? Phone me: Barbara Watson 403 502 3220.

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Just as a point of information, our year runs from May 1 of a year to April 30 of the following year.
There are still some members who are only paid to April 30 of 1918. If you received a little note to
say that your membership renewal is requested, please do so at the January 31 meeting or by mail.
I do alittle jig every time a cheque for $10.00 comes in.<# < J¢

Thirty-one members renewed their memberships since our November meeting, and several new
members joined us. This has kept me busy updating my spreadsheet and writing receipts, which
will be available at our meeting.



For anyone still needing to renew a membership, please do not hand your cash to a friend - to give
me. | pass it right on to our bookkeeper after updating your file. Yes, I do have a file on you -
naughty - good.
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FOIP

More people have sent in their forms. Thank you very much! Larry Godin will explain how
these will be used. BW

A continued request to you:

In order to keep up with current regulations, we ask that you fill out the following form. It will
ensure that we deal with your contact information in an appropriate manner.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION & PROTECTION OF PRIVACY ACT

The personal information is collected under the authority of the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act, Section 33c. [ authorize that the following personal information may be
used for membership purposes only and will not be made public.

Name: yes no

Residence address: yes no

Residence phone number: yes no n/a
Cell phone: yes no n/a
Business phone number: yes no n/a
E-mail address: yes no n/a
Date:

Signature:




The Historical Society of Medicine Hat & District partners with the Esplanade Archives in
preserving and promoting our rich heritage. The Archives are a valuable resource for family research
and local historical information. To make an appointment, the Archives may be contacted at 403 502
8582 or at 401

First Street S.E. Medicine Hat, AB. T1A 8W2, also at kimunr@medicinehat.ca

The Historical Society of Medicine Hat and District website: www.histsocmedhat.ca
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Membership form:
Please Print (or use copperplate script. How I wish someone could!)

NAME. ..o Tel. #

AATSS . . e
Postal Code.....c.oovvviiiiiiii e Email

Fees attached for............. person(s) at $10 per person for a total of $..............
Date........ccovvvviinnnn SIgNATUTE. ...ttt e

Please make cheques payable to:

Historical Society of Medicine Hat & District
401 First Street SE,
Medicine Hat, AB, TIA 8W2

Any member wishing to receive the newsletter by email, kindly email Barbara Watson:
barbara.watson78@yahoo.com



